
Charles M. Schulz and 
Peanuts Fun Facts

Charles Schulz drew 17,897 comic strips throughout  

his career.

Schulz was first published in Ripley’s newspaper  

feature Believe It or Not in 1937. He was fifteen  

years old and the drawing was of the family dog.

From birth, comics played a large role in Schulz’s life.  

At just two days old, an uncle nicknamed Schulz “Sparky” 

after the horse Spark Plug from the Barney Google comic 

strip. And that’s what he was called for the rest of his life.

In a bit of foreshadowing, Schulz’s kindergarten  

teacher told him, “Someday, Charles, you’re going  

to be an artist.”

Growing up, Schulz had a black-and-white dog  

that later became the inspiration  

for Snoopy—the same dog that  

Schulz drew for Ripley’s  

Believe It or Not. The  

dog’s name was Spike. 

Charles Schulz earned a  

star on the Hollywood  

Walk of Fame in 1996.
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