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Skip School, Fly to Space

Curriculum Connections and Activity/Discussion Guide
The activities in this guide align with the English Language Arts Common Core State Standards for grades 3-5.
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OVERVIEW

Students read Skip School, Fly to Space and make notes about the
characters in the text. Students vote for their favorite character, create
a class graph showing the results, and analyze the graph. Students
then use a prewriting graphic organizer to list reasons that a particular
character is their favorite and examples from the text. Finally, students
write opinion pieces explaining why that character is their favorite,
stating clear reasons and examples to support their opinions.

Grade 3

READING # Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because,
therefore, since, for example) to connect opinions

* Ask and answer questions to demonstrate
and reasons. [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.C]

understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the

text as the basis for the answers. * Provide a concluding statement or section.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1] [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.D]

* Des'crib.e characterg in a story (e.g.., their traiFs, SPEAKING AND LISTENING
motivations, or feelings) and explain how their
actions contribute to the sequence of events. *  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3] discussions (one on one, in groups, and teacher

led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1]

* Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations
contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a
story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a
character or setting).

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.7] Grade 4

WRITING READING

*  Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting * Refer to details and examples in a text when
a point of view with reasons. explaining what the text says explicitly and when
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1] drawing inferences from the text.

* Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1]
state an opinion, and create an organizational * Describe in depth a character, setting, or event
structure that lists reasons. in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A] the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or

*  Provide reasons that support the opinion. actions). [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3]
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.B] 2
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WRITING

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting
a point of view with reasons and information.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1]

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion,
and create an organizational structure in which
related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s
purpose. [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.A]

Provide reasons that are supported by facts and
details. [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.B]

Link opinions and reasons using words and
phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).

Provide a concluding statement or section related
to the opinion presented.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.D]

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one on one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1]

Grade 5
READING

Quote accurately from a text when explaining
what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.1]

Analyze how visual and multimedia elements
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text
(e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of
fiction, folktale, myth, poem).
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.7]

WRITING

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting
a point of view with reasons and information.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1]

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion,
and create an organizational structure in which
ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s
purpose. [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1.A]

Provide logically ordered reasons that are
supported by facts and details.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1.B]

Link opinions and reasons using words, phrases,
and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically).
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1.C]

Provide a concluding statement or section related
to the opinion presented.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1.D]

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one on one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. [CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1]
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Procedure
OBJECTIVES

*

Students will read Skip School, Fly to Space and write words and
phrases describing the characters, along with examples from the

TOGETINTO A | [WHERE, IFI WORK | | WHERE, IF I LJORK text that support these descriptions.

TOP-TIER, IVY REALLY HARD, I | | EVEN HARDER, I . . . _
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characters and work in small groups to analyze the graph.

A
SIX-FIGURE J0B. MANY YEARS.

Students will choose a favorite character and complete a
prewriting graphic organizer that includes reasons why the
character is their favorite and examples from the text.

Students will write an opinion piece stating which character is
their favorite and why, and support their opinion with reasons and
examples from the text.

TIME FRAME

THEN MAYBE I\l HAVE
A GOUPLE YEARS LEFT
BEFORE I DIE.

Wbk ALLOW ME TO
RETIRE COMFORTABLY
AT 65.

* Two class periods, plus time for students to read the book

MATERIALS
Copies of Skip School, Fly to Space

A copy of Character Words for each student

Sticky notes

A copy of Opinion Piece Prewriting for each student

Point out to students that in addition to actions,
anthropomorphism can include giving animals
human emotions. For example, the Cowardly
Lion is often afraid, and Wilbur is sad when
Charlotte dies.

BEFORE READING

1. Take students on a quick book walk through
Skip School, Fly to Space without reading the
dialogue. Ask students what they think the book
is about.

DURING READING

4. Give each student a copy of Character Words
and tell students that as they read Skip School,
Fly to Space, they should pay attention to
the characters and how they display human
characteristics, then write down words or phrases
that describe each character and examples
from the text that show these characteristics.
These can be physical characteristics (Zebra
drinks from a mug; Goat reads a newspaper),
emotions or feelings (Croc is afraid of Google;
Zebra is annoyed with the crocs), or aspects of
their personalities (Pig is eager but naive; Rat is
overconfident and mean to Pig). Remind students
that in comics, information comes from the words
as well as the pictures (and the way they work
together), so they should pay attention to the
drawings, as well as the dialogue.

2. Ask students to point out who they think the main
characters are in the comic, describe them, and
make predictions about the characters based on
visual cues. If students have read Pearls Before
Swine comics before, have them share what they
know about the characters.

3. Talk with students about anthropomorphism,
which is the assigning of human characteristics
to animals or inanimate objects. Explain that in
Skip School, Fly to Space, the characters are
anthropomorphic animals. Ask students to name
some anthropomorphized characters in books,
movies, or plays that they know, such as the
Cowardly Lion in The Wizard of Oz or Wilbur in
Charlotte’s Web. Make a list on the board or chart
paper of some human characteristics that writers
often assign to animals, such as talking, walking
upright, wearing clothes, etc.
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WHO'’S YOUR FAVORITE CHARACTER?

5. Draw a graph on a whiteboard or chart paper,
title it “Who is your favorite character?” and write
the names of characters along one axis (the
graph can be vertical or horizontal depending on
how much space you have available). Have each
student place a sticky note in the row or column
for his or her favorite character. (Note: The
names of the characters appear on the Character
Words worksheet.)

6. Analyze the completed graph with the students.
Ask students:

* Was there a clear favorite character for the
class?

* Which character was the least favorite?

* Why do you think that is?

Divide students into pairs or triads and have each Pig Rat
group write a one-paragraph analysis of the class
graph explaining the data and their opinion about

Goat Zebra Larry Junior Mom
Croc Croc Croc

the results.

HoLy SMoke!
el
OPEN DRORT 2

7. Tell students that they will now write an opinion
piece stating which character is their favorite
and why. Give each student a copy of Opinion

Piece Prewriting and explain that they are to
list the reasons that their chosen character
is their favorite, then list examples from the
text. Tell students to use their notes from the

Character Words worksheet as a starting point

and encourage them to go back to the text and
find more examples. Share the Opinion Piece
Prewriting sample with students if you like.

. Once students have completed their prewriting

organizers, have them write their opinion pieces.
Remind students to include all the parts of an
opinion piece in their writing:

* Introduce the topic and state your opinion.

* List the reasons for your opinion and examples
or evidence for each reason.

* Use linking words between your reasons
and examples (because, therefore, since, for
example, for instance, in addition).

* Write a strong conclusion that restates your
opinion.

If you use the opinion-writing rubric to assess
student work, share it with students at this time so
that they will know what is expected of them.



Assessment

OPINION-WRITING RUBRIC:

3

2

INTRODUCTION

States opinion clearly and
in an interesting way

States opinion

Does not state opinion

REASONS

Includes three or more
reasons for the opinion

Includes one or two
reasons for the opinion

Includes no reason for the
opinion

EXAMPLES FROM
TEXT

Includes two or more
examples for each reason

Includes one example for
each reason

Does not include examples

LINKING WORDS

Linking words are
used correctly and are
interesting

Linking words are used
correctly

Linking words are used
incorrectly or are not used

CLOSING

Closing is interesting and
restates opinion

Closing restates opinion

Closing does not restate
opinion or is not present

CLEAN COPY

Few to no mechanical or
grammatical errors

Some mechanical or
grammatical errors

Many mechanical or
grammatical errors

PREWRITING SAMPLE:

Zeeba neighba has new ally.
Super smart guy. bives in zeeba
house. Zeeba turn to heem for

Favorite Character: Bob the Croc

answer To everyting.

. A

REASON:

I think it’s funny when he
does dumb things.

REASON:

The way he talks makes me
laugh.

REASON:

He thinks he’s really tough,
but he’s not.

E
Y?'\UENP?D]I\-!‘&,KDA
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PAD COULD
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COMPUTER
GLASS,

EXAMPLES FROM TEXT:

* He is the super-hero
Paper Jam Boy.

* He tries to catch the
zebra with ridiculous
schemes.

* He does whatever the
other crocs tell him.

EXAMPLES FROM TEXT:

* He talks like Cookie
Monster from Sesame
Street.

He says “ees” instead
of “is.”
He leaves out words.

EXAMPLES FROM TEXT:

* He writes a threatening
note on Dora the
Explorer stationery.

He’s afraid of Google.




Differentiation and Extended Learning Activities

TRANSLATE THE CROCS

In the Pearls Before Swine comic strips, the crocodiles

speak in a special form of broken English, with
improper grammar. Have students “translate” the
speech of the crocodiles into formal English.

WHAT | Crocs geet Pressydent of
ARE | United State To toke side of
crocs. Now he geev speech.

Order bad tings for you

sad zeeba face!

“We got the President of the United States to take the
side of the crocodiles. Now he is giving a speech and
will order bad things for your sad zebra facel

THAT’S PUNNY

Much of the humor in Pearls Before Swine comes
from Pig misunderstanding the meaning of a word.
For example, on page 104, Pig mixes up the words
poplar and popular; on page 109, he misunderstands
the meaning of ratify; and on page 208, he confuses
stationery and stationary.

IT'S CALLED
A POPLAR
TREE.

WHAT MAKES
YOU THINK
YOU'RE

POPULAR ?

I FIND IT HARD \ Beeg important man.
TO BELIEVE YOU | Whole country like.
EVEN KNOW WHO | Geevs gud speeches.
THE PRESIDENT / From some place

called Eelinoise.

Have students make note of as many of these word-
play jokes as they can find in Skip School, Fly to
Space and create a list of the words that have been
misunderstood or misinterpreted. Have students
brainstorm other words that might be misconstrued.
Then, challenge students to create their own comic
in which the humor revolves around a misunderstood
word or words.

“He is a big, important man. The whole country likes
him. He gives good speeches. He is from some place
called lllinois.”
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CHARACTER WORDS

Directions: As you read the book, write down words or phrases that describe each character. Then, write some examples
from the book that show these characteristics.

Character Words Describing the Examples from the Text
Character
PIG
RAT
GOAT
ZEBRA

LARRY, BOB, & FRED
(CROCS)

JUNIOR CROC

MOM CROC

Samp!
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OPINION PIECE
PREWRITING

Directions: Write the name of your favorite character. List three reasons why that character is your favorite, then list some
examples from the text that illustrate each reason.

Favorite Character:

REASON:

REASON:

REASON:

EXAMPLES FROM TEXT:

EXAMPLES FROM TEXT:

EXAMPLES FROM TEXT:

Samp!
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