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Teachers are always in need of new content for their students. 
This was the case when I started teaching middle school. We 
were doing a poetry unit, and the students were bored. Like, 
really, really bored with the examples I had for them. 

“I’ve read this poem before!” said one. 

“This one isn’t even funny,” claimed another. 

As much as I didn’t want to agree with them, they were right. The 
poems were outdated and too familiar and didn’t resonate with 
any of them. 

I tried my best to find new material. I searched online, went to 
libraries, and asked other teachers, but the results were always 
the same. 

“Seriously, Mr. Eicheldinger? Isn’t there anything else?” the kids 
would ask.

Since I felt like I turned over every stone I could, I decided to take 
matters into my own hands and do something I had never done 
before:

Write poetry for my students. 

AUTHOR’S NOTE
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FREE VERSE: 
a poem that does not use 
any strict structure or rhyme 
scheme (no rules!)
Begging, pg 12
Flu, pg 40
Video Games, pg 42
Presentations, pg 90
Hey!, pg 114
Superhero, pg 167

RHYME SCHEME: 
repeated pattern of lines 
that rhyme with other 
lines in a poem/stanza.

Brother, pg 20
Plumber, pg 26
Egg Filled Burrito, pg 34
Never, pg 128
Plants, pg 140

HAIKU: 
short, three-line poem with a 
specific syllable structure: 5 
syllables in the first line, 7 in 
the second, and 5 in the third.

Porta Potty, pg 84
Gym, pg 107
Flamingo, pg 119
Dancing, pg 160
Charley, pg 161

107

Gym
Running in gym class,

you expect me to go fast?

I just ate my lunch.
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POEM STRUCTURE/TYPE EXAMPLES: 



For the next fifteen years that is what I did. I wrote poems. I tried 
funny ones. Inspirational ones! Motivating! Thinkers! Rhyming! 
And they were all incredibly well received. 

(No. No, they were not.)

Because the great thing about kids is that they know exactly 
what they want, and they let me know. They told me which ones 
they liked and which ones should be changed or “thrown out 
because I bet you have better ones than that, Mr. Eicheldinger.”

So now here they are: Over a hundred new illustrated poems 
(some funny, some thoughtful, and some just laughs), properly 
vetted by the expert kids who sat in my room hoping their 
teacher would create something different, new, and entertaining 
for them to read. 

And with their help, I think I did just that, and I hope you enjoy 
them too. 

—M. E.
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37

You Know  
What I Mean?
It’s like running a race,
You know what I mean?
It’s like the sun rising up,
You know what I mean?
It’s like changing a light bulb,
You know what I mean?
It’s like riding a bike,
You know what I mean?
It’s like getting dressed,
You know what I mean?
It’s like climbing a mountain,
You know what I mean?
It’s like solving a puzzle,
You know what I mean?
It’s like a game-winning shot,
You know what I mean?
It’s like a good book,
You know what I mean?
It’s like your first kiss,
You know what I mean?
It’s like a common simile,
You know what I mean?
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LIMERICK: 
a short, funny poem with 
five lines. It has a specific 
rhyme scheme (AABBA) 
and rhythm.

Toys, pg 118
Music, pg 134
Llama, pg 136

NARRATIVE: 
a poem that tells a story

Nine Lives of Jack, pg 70
Pencils, pg 78
Coffee, pg 132

REPETITION: 
A poem that often  
repeats the same line

You know what I mean?, pg 37
Math, pg 64
I learned a Lesson, pg 150
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SIMILE:
used to compare the characteristics of two unlikely things using the words like, as
Locker, pg 56

METAPHOR:
compares common characteristics of two unlikely things by implying that one thing 
is actually another. Unlike similes, metaphors do not use the words “like” or “as”.
Restaurant Menu, pg 156

ONOMATOPOEIA: 
words whose sounds suggest, resemble or imitate the sound of what they are 
describing. These words can sometimes be made up.
Fly, pg 83

HYPERBOLE: 
form of extreme language that uses exaggeration to intensify the image created in 
the reader’s mind. It is often humorous and isn’t literally possible.
Dad, pg 30

PERSONIFICATION: 
giving human characteristics or actions to non-human things such as objects or 
animals.
Brain, Heart, and Mouth, pg 10

IDIOM: 
phrase or expression that has a double meaning. It’s usually used to emphasize or 
exaggerate something.
Stars, pg 68

ALLITERATION: 
technique in which the same initial sound or closely related syllables of a word is 
repeated in a sentence.
World of Weird, pg 124

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE EXAMPLES: 
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STEP 1: 
Identify what it is that you just want to do! 
Some examples to help:
•	 I just want to play video games!
•	 I just want to win!
•	 I just want to find it!
•	 I just want to eat!
•	 I just want that car!

STEP 2: 
Create a list of things you don’t want to do. 
Examples: 
•	 Clean toilet 
•	 Complete homework
•	 Eat vegetables
•	 Sweep the floors

STEP 3: 
Using your “just” statement, and list of things 
you don’t want to do, write a four stanza poem. 
Each stanza will have four lines, and end with 
your just statement. Examples of one stanza:
No cleaning the toilet
I’ll skip my homework
Eat vegetables, ew!
I just want to play video games!

STEP 4: 
Bonus! Can you add a rhyme scheme? 

STEP 5: 
Add a doodle to make your poem come to life!

STEP 6: 
Record yourself reading the poem. Make sure 
you emphasize that last line of each stanza!

REPEAT THE STRUCTURE: 
Create your own poem by using the repetitive element from “Sleep” (pg. 85). 

It can have a rhyme scheme, or make it a free verse! 



Something that never ceases to amaze me is that kids can take 
a great idea and somehow always find a way to make it even 
better. Our two children have done this by contributing to this 
collection of poems.
 
My youngest, Evelyn, decided the title would look better if it was 
wearing underwear.
 
My oldest, Avery, read all of the poems and helped make final 
decisions on which ones should be in the collection and which 
ones could use some more work.
 
And although she is not a kid anymore, my wife, Briana, has the 
decisiveness that allows me to consider things differently and 
ultimately make choices that lead my work to better reflect who 
I am and the message I want leave for readers.
 
And special thanks to our dog, Monte. You don’t do much while 
I write. You just lie around, but you are present, and that is all I 
need to keep me calm and relaxed during the day. 

—M. E. 

Acknowledgments
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Birds
the graceful robin
pukes up lunch in her kid’s mouth
geez . . . nature is weird
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DISCUSSIONS: 
Use the following questions to get more out of some of the poems with your 

students. The discussions might even inspire some future writing! 

1.	 What poem do you relate to the most? What about it resonates with you? 

2.	 Brain, Heart, and Mouth (pg 10) shows all three arguing with each other. Has there been a time when your 
heart and brain disagreed?  

3.	 Birds (pg 15) gives a unique reminder about what birds do. Are there other animals you know of  that do 
strange things? 

4.	 What do you think the author wants readers to understand about themselves in the poem Poem (pg 18)? 

5.	 Egg-Filled Burrito (pg 34)  highlights a student’s embarrassing moment. What is something that has 
happened to you at school you won’t forget about? What memory might make a good poem topic? 

6.	 Flatbed Truck (pg 38)  includes something the author always wished he could do (even though it’s super 
dangerous!). What is something you want to do that seems daring, or risky? 

7.	 Try and read the poem Huh? (pg 49) outloud. Can you do it? 

8.	 Homework has the common excuse for students who may have lost (or didn’t do!) their homework. Come 
up with a better excuse that students should use from now on.  

9.	 Hot Dogs (pg 54) lists a bunch of questions, some silly, and some more serious. What questions would you 
add to this poem? 

10.	 Growing Old (pg 74) reflects on some of the best parts of being a kid. What experiences would you add to 
this poem to make it reflect the things you love most about childhood? 

11.	 Special Place (pg. 96) talks about the authors favorite 
place/moment. Do you have a place you feel the same way 
as the author? 

12.	 After reading I learned a Lesson (pg. 150), are there some 
more experiences you would add to the list?  

13.	 After reading To be Famous (pg 162), what do you think of 
the growth of technology? Do you think it affects kids for 
better, or for worse? Both? 

14.	 What are some annoying things you would add to the 
poem Annoying (pg 173)? 

15.	 Which poem do you think the author could have improved? 
Is there one you wish was longer? Shorter? Maybe one with 
a more powerful message?


